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Where do you go to find the 
BEST WINGS, BEST PIZZA and 
BEST PLACE TO WATCH THE GAME?

TELL US & WIN!

GO TO WNYPAPERS.COM TO ENTER

Remember your vote does count

Early Voting begins Saturday, October 28

ELECTION DAY IS TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 7
Paid for by the committee to elect Lewiston Town Judges

Porter public hearing on budget
STAFF REPORTS

The Town of Porter Town Board 
reviewed the numbers Monday on 
its $7.4 million preliminary budget 
for 2024; enroute to a public hear-
ing set for 6 p.m., Monday, Oct. 30, 
at Town Hall. 

By the numbers, the preliminary 
budget refl ects increase in overall 
town spending from a $5.6 million 
adopted plan for 2023. The 2024 
budget calls for an increase of $0.4 
cents per $1,000 in the tax rate to 
$2.099896 in assessed valuation 
for town property owners, up from 
$2.0587 (or 2%) from last year. 

Supervisor John “Duffy” John-
ston attributed the increase to 
higher expenses in the town and 
overall infl ation costs. 

“Everything costs more,” he 
said. 

Johnston said town departments 
were instructed to prioritize their 
spending requests for next year 
and that, overall, Porter has held 
the line on its spending from 

throughout the pandemic. He esti-
mated the town did see a $300,000 
increase in its sales taxes over last 
year.

In return, Johnston said the 2024 
plan would include a 3% across-the-
board salary increase for all town 
employees. No such raises were 
given throughout the pandemic.

By the numbers, the plan fi nds 
the following appropriations and 
tax impact for town property own-
ers.

General fund A – $1,571,626 with 
$861,786 to be raised by taxes, and 
a tax rate of $2.099896; general 
fund B – $1,217,235, and $0 to be 
raised by tax; highway DA-town-
wide – $717, and $0 tax rate im-
pact; highway DB-outside village – 
$2,651,856, and $0 tax rate impact; 
Water Department – $546,911, 
and $0 tax rate impact; and Sewer 
Department – $540,756 and $0 tax 
rate impact.

Also, Ransomville light – $10,000 
and $0.301959 tax rate impact; 

garbage refuse – $400,000 and a 
$201.61290/unit impact; Ransom-
ville Fire – $261,000 and a $1.987453 
tax rate impact; Youngstown Fire 
– $196,634 and $1.051788 tax rate 
impact; lakeshore sewer improve-
ment area, phases I, II and III – 
$52,675 and $250/$50/$5 per unit 
impact; and Harrison Lane Road 
project, $12,125 and $575/$50 per 
unit impact.

The town said funding appro-
priations for the Youngstown Free 
Library and Ransomville Free Li-
brary would remain the same as 
last year, as would funding for the 
Youngstown and Ransomville gar-
den clubs and for Old Fort Niaga-
ra. Johnston did indicate the town 
would be looking at reassessments 
in the future. 

“The costs are up; it’s affecting 
all of us,” he said.

This Monday’s session is open 
to the public and residents are in-
vited to attend. 

Youngstown Library Friends’ fall book sale is Nov. 2-4
The Friends of the Youngstown 

Free Library will host its annual 
fall book sale from the evening of 
Thursday, Nov. 2, through the af-
ternoon of Saturday, Nov. 4, at the 
Red Brick School Village Center 
gym, 240 Lockport St.

Current members or those wish-
ing to join the Friends are invited 
to a “Members’ Night” from 5-8 
p.m. Thursday, Nov. 2, where 
members can preview the offer-

ings, plus enjoy light snacks and 
drinks. Those wishing to become 
members can join at the door or 
online at https://youngstown-
freelibrary.org/join-friends.html. 
Membership is $10 for individuals 
and $20 for families.

The book sale is open to the pub-
lic from 9:30 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday, 
Nov. 3, and from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Saturday, Nov. 4. Saturday features 
a “bag sale,” where visitors can fi ll 

any bag they independently can 
carry when fi lled for $5.

Items will include fi ction, non-
fi ction, children and young adult 
titles, travel, cooking, gardening, 
self-help, spiritual, literature best-
sellers, and antique books. DVDs 
and CDs will also be for sale. 
Books are $1.50 for hardcovers, 
$1 for paperbacks, and collectible 
books will be priced as marked. All 
proceeds benefi t the library.
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